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Australian Landcare International (ALI) is an incorporated, not-for-profit organisation whose aim is to assist other 
countries to take up Landcare ideas. ALI does not normally provide funds for overseas projects – this is left to various 
aid organisations. 
 

President’s Note 
 

Looking back over 2010, we see that global Landcare 
has grown a little, as has ALI. And Landcare groups 
and networks are starting to join ALI, which is very 
gratifying. The beginning of a trend? I hope so! 

 
Landcare Travel Fellow Matt Stephenson and SILC 
directors, Sue Marriott and Victoria Mack represented 
Australia at the launch of Lanka Landcare, which 
evoked thanks to the amazing organisation of Kamy 
Melvani from Neosynth, Colombo, with US support. We 
were delighted to find last month that a French 
graduate of Charles Sturt University, Louise Bellet, had 
returned home to start a Landcare project in highly 
urbanised and industrialised Lille. Geoff McFarlane 
indicates a landcare program operates in Canada. And 
the news from Indonesia via SILC, albeit overshadowed 
by the ash clouds from Mount Merapi, is that the people 
there are resourceful, enthusiastic and working together 
on projects to make their farming more sustainable. 
Indonesia’s welfare is so vital to Australia, this 
association is a rewarding one. 

 
We are maintaining our links with NZ, the US state of 
Virginia, Germany, East Africa, Nigeria, Iceland and 
Landcare International (LI) in Nairobi, LI members 
attended the recent UN conference at Nagoya, Japan. 
 
Brett de Hayr has been appointed National Landcare 
Facilitator this year and we’ve appreciated his support. 
 
I’ve been deflected this year by a major publishing 
project, two books on forestry and vegetation, but am 
now approaching a major Australian company to see if 
it might support Landcare in the two southern African 
countries in which it operates. The extraordinary story  

 
 
of the Chilean miners reminds me that we have for 
some years been nurturing contacts with this 
fascinating and growing nation. 
 
Back to the Landcare Travel Fellowship, I have been 
delighted by this venture and the relationships and 
awareness that it has stimulated since 2007. My family 
and I will support one more fellowship to the same 
extent as before, but feel it’s time to broaden the 
concept after that. In other words, we’ll need to 
generate money from other areas to continue the 
program. How can we do this? We’ll keep contributing, 
but want others to do so also. 
 
With our website ( www.australianlandcare.com) almost 
ready, I want to thank our volunteer IT specialist Will 
Egan for his enthusiastic help. As I said last issue, ALI 
is doing quite a lot with minimal resources. Join us, and 
help one of the world’s best environmental causes. 
 
Rob Youl 
 
ALI was started in 2008 by a group of Australians who 
had been involved in Landcare at various levels over 
the last 20 years. We are interested to use our 
Landcare experience to help others overseas to take up 
the Landcare approach. There are now nearly 20 
countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, North America and 
the Pacific where Landcare is established. Other 
countries have heard of Landcare and want to know if it 
could help their local communities.  ALI provides the 
prime contact point for overseas enquiries about 
Landcare and can give guidance and support to those 
communities interested to know what Landcare is all 
about. 



UN Conference on Biodiversity,  

Nagoya, Japan, October 2010.  

A European view by Josef Göppel 

Joseph Goppel visited Australia and was guest of ALI in 
Victoria. He is a member of the German Parliament, 
former head of the Landcare Association in Germany 
and a conference delegate. 
 
The Conference on Biodiversity seemed to be more 
subject-focused than the climate conferences. It was 
inspiring to see a gathering of thousands of like-minded 
people. Nevertheless, there were unmistakable 
diverging interests. Countries with a wealth of natural 
resources want a share of the economic benefits 
from the commercialisation of genetic resources. That 
applies to the use of these resources in medicinal 
products and cosmetics as well as in fruit drinks and 
fermented foodstuffs. The impression I had from the 
debates was that the countries of the South will not give 
way on this point. They see this as the only way of 
achieving a fairer global economy, given the fact that 
payments from CO2 emissions trading have yet to 
materialise. 
Progress has also been faltering on payments for 
international projects for the preservation of 
biodiversity. It was clearly perceptible at the conference 
that speakers from Norway and Germany (who have 
provided or pledged significant funding) received a 
considerably more sympathetic hearing from the 
developing countries than contributors from the other 
industrialised nations. 
For all the difficulties and differences over substantive 
issues at such a large conference with participants from 
170 countries, the working atmosphere was 
impressive. The United States did not sign the 
Biodiversity Convention in 1992 and has remained a 
non-party ever since. Its delegates took part as 
observers. One of the Australian delegates was Kevin 
Love of the Victorian DPI.  
 
Landcare at Nagoya  
 
The International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative 
(IPSI), with Landcare International and German 
Landcare among its 51 members, was launched at a 
CBD-CoP side-event. IPSI is an international platform 
initiated by Japan for organisations maintaining and 
rebuilding human-influenced natural environments 
managed sustainably over long periods for both 
biodiversity and human well-being. More than 500 
participants celebrated its launch, making the event a 
great success.  
 
by Delia Catacutan , Landcare International 
 

Satoyama 
 
At the Biodiversity Conference in Nagoya, the 
Japanese Government launched a new initiative, 
known as Satoyama, for the protection of biodiversity 
on cultivated land. A total of 51 organisations from all 
continents signed up to the Japanese Satoyama 
Initiative. 
The word satoyama was originally used to describe 
a geographical area. To understand what it means, 
we need to look at the Japanese landscape. Dense 
forest covers the mountain peaks. Fertile land for 
crop cultivation is to be found at the foot of the 
mountains where they give way to the coastal 
plains. Thousands of rice paddies and vegetable 
fields are squeezed into a limited area there. These 
smallholding regions     used to be known as 
satoyama, a word derived from sato, meaning ‘fertile 
land’, and yama, which means ‘mountain’. 

 
As a political term, satoyama refers to the use of 
land in harmony with nature – what the Western 
world calls ‘sustainable land use’. The Japanese 
place far greater emphasis than Europeans (and 
Australians, ed.) on food produced by traditional 
methods. For this reason the concept of satoyama, 
besides its environmental implications, also has 
strong cultural overtones. The initiative is 
deliberately focused on farmed land, on the areas 
we refer to as cultivated landscapes. The concept 
also embodies the idea of enhancing the value of 
land for nature, for human nutrition, as a source of 
income and as part of the cultural heritage. It is no 
wonder that such a concept is arousing interest in 
many developing countries too. 
The aim of the Satoyama Initiative is to develop a 
globally applicable strategy for the sustainable use of 
the sources of life on our planet. It is no less than an 
attempt to anchor the diversity of the earth with its 
wealth of regional land-use traditions on a permanent 
basis to counterbalance the trend towards uniformity 
that marks our globalised civilisation. 
 
Based on a report from Josef Gopells  
 



Landcare International teleconferences to be 
resumed 
 
The Department Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
(DAFF) is currently organizing the resumption of the 
Landcare International teleconferences.  The list of 
teleconference participants has been widened and 
includes representatives from Landcare International 
(LI), Secretariat for International Landcare (SILC) and 
Australia Landcare International (ALI).   The 
teleconferences provide a valuable means of keeping 
international Landcare contributors in touch, discussing 
issues, sharing learnings and enabling opportunities. 
 
Volunteers in Aid Expo 
 
On Friday 3rd December in Melbourne there will be a 1-
day conference and expo for potential overseas aid 
volunteers. A range of organisations involved in 
international aid (health, engineering, business, 
education, training, etc) will be available to discuss 
ideas, concerns, and practicalities. For those in 
Landcare interested in assisting overseas Landcare 
groups, this conference/expo should provide ideas and 
information.  Cost $120+GST. More info and 
registration from Mandala Foundation 
(expo@mandala.org.au 
 
One of ALI’s aims is to help Australian Landcarers who 
wish to volunteer in developing countries to assist local 
communities to set up and manage Landcare groups 
which tackles issues of NRM and specific concerns like 
food security and clean water supply. It is early days 
but if you are thinking of volunteering for such a project 
let us know and we will start to develop a database of 
volunteers and match that with a database of possible 
projects.   
Contact  ALI at enquires@australianlandcare.com 
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Landcare plays a major role at 5th World Congress 
Conservation Agriculture  
The Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR)  and the Grains Research and 
Development Corporation (GRDC)  have joined forces 
to host the 5th World Congress for Conservation 
Agriculture (WCCA).  This will be held in Brisbane, on 
26-29 September 2011, integrated with the 3rd Farm 
Systems Design conference, and with major input from 
Landcare.   
 
Australia has been a significant contributor to research 
on conservation agriculture systems and currently leads 
the world in terms of the proportion of cropped area 
under no-till.  Australian farmers, researchers and 
extension officers have identified home-grown solutions 
that restore soil health while profitably increasing crop 
productivity, sequestering carbon in soils, and reducing 
GHG emissions. 
 
Conservation farming and Landcare work hand in hand 
as demonstrated through projects around the world.  
For example the Landcare approach to soil 
conservation in the Philippines and the widely adopted 
practice of maize intercropped with cow peas in 
Zimbabwe and South Africa.  
 
Theme 3 of the Congress focuses on achieving impact 
through more effective consultation, participation and 
knowledge sharing. The Sub theme 3.3: Landcare and 
participatory natural resource management focuses on 
Landcare.   The call for conference papers is now open. 
 
The 5th World Congress for Conservation Agriculture 
brings together scientists and policy makers from 
around the world to discuss issues in and around 
conservation agriculture and associated issues of 
farming systems and Landcare.  The Congress is 
overseen by an International Steering Committee, with 
support from an Australian-based Local Organizing 
Committee with links to conservation agriculture 
research, extension and farmers.  Mary Johnson, an 
ALI member, is on this local committee.  
 
For more information go to: www.wcca2011.org 
 
 



Next ALI members meeting 

The annual meeting of ALI will be held on Friday Dec 
10 at the St Kilda Eco-house, cnr Blessington and 
Herbert Sts, St Kilda (Melways Map 58, B11). It is at the 
NW corner of the St Kilda Botanical Gardens.  
Time: 12 noon to 3.00 pm.  All welcome. Lunch will be 
provided. Parking in street. Trams from City to St Kilda 
Beach (Acland Street). 
  
Our guest speaker is Dave Jones, Director of Program 
Services at Australian Volunteers International (AVI) 
and we will be talking about the possibility of Landcare 
people becoming volunteers on overseas projects.   
 
Please advise of attendance prior to the meeting to 
assist with catering.(poussard@thereef.com.au). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Crops killed by ash and livelihoods threatened.  
 

 
 
Landcare group helping Indonesian neighbours. 
 
The impact of the eruption of Mt Merapi in Indonesia 
recently has had both a direct and indirect effect of the 
newly developing Landcare group there. Being north of 
the crater, they did not get immediately affected by the 
hot ash reigning down on the southern slopes of the 
mountain. But weather is fickle and there is some 
impacts.More importantly, in the true spirit of Landcare , 
the group members immediately  started an aid 
program to their southern neighbours and continue to 
do so to the extent they can. Some aid money is 
trickling in and the Secretariat for International 
Landcare (SILC) has sent some donations already to 
the group. Contact SILC at www.silc.com.au for further 
information.  
 

 
 
 
 

  UN International Year of Landcare 
In another side-event to the Nagoya conference, 
Landcare International called for a UN Declaration 
for an International Year of Landcare (IYL). Before 
some fifty people, Josef Goeppel, German 
Landcare’s founder, described the European 
Landcare network. Kevin Love, Deputy Secretary of 
Victoria’s Department of Sustainability and 
Environment, outlined Australia’s commitment to 
Landcare. And Landcare International’s Delia 
Catacutan discussed the IYL feasibility study by 
Namibian researcher, Emily Mutota. The UN 
process is long and complex, with many more 
stages. The side event generated positive response 
from participants from India, Japan, USA, the 
Philippines, Zimbabwe and Australia.   
 



 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Become a member of ALI 
 

The Benefits of ALI membership 
 

 Using your landcare experience to assist overseas groups 
 Overseas contacts for future travel 
 Developing links with possible sister groups overseas 
 Being part of a world-wide movement for land, biodiversity and community improvement 
 Regular e-newsletter on overseas Landcare developments 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Surname………………………………………..Given Name…………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………..P/C…………… 

Email…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Skills/interests…………………………………………………………………………....... 

 
Send cheque or money order for $40 to: 
Secretary/Treasurer ALI : 
32 Loch Avenue, St Kilda East 3183 
 
Or direct Bank Transfer to Bendigo Bank 
Acct : Australian Landcare International. BSB 633-108  Acct 1331 03598 
And inform Horrie on  poussard@thereef.com.au 
 
 
 


