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The German Association for Landcare (DVL) is The German Association for Landcare (DVL) is 
the umbrella organisation for all regional 
Landcare Associations (LCAs) or similar 
organisations in Germany. At the moment there 
are 150 Landcare Associations all over 
Germany. There is at least one in every federal 
state.

We provide support and policy guidance to the 
network of Landcare Associations and 
regularly inform as well as influence decision-
makers at all levels. 



Landcare Associations are societies founded Landcare Associations are societies founded 
by farmers, environmentalists and local 
politicians. They usually are not-for-profit 
organisations serving the public interests and 
act as independent units.

The first characteristic of Landcare 
Associations is parity. Boards always exist of 
equal numbers of environmentalists, farmers 
and local politicians. The second characteristic 
is that participation is voluntary. On request, 
Landcare Associations offer advice to 
municipal administrations, farmers and other 
private landowners. 



There are three goals of Landcare There are three goals of Landcare 
Associations. 

First to create an overall network of natural 
habitats, a network of biotopes.

Second to encourage landscape management 
in conjunction with farmers and offer them a 
reliable second income from agri-environment 
schemes

Third to support rural development and 
regional products.



How can Landcare Associations achieve these How can Landcare Associations achieve these 
goals?

They act as advisers and mediators an agri-
environment schemes on private and community 
land. They offer an overall whole farm conservation  
advice.

Landcare Associations plan and coordinate 
measures to improve the ecological value of man-
made landscapes. For example they plant hedges 
and preserve orchards, mow wetlands and cut scrub 
on ecologically valuable grazing grounds.

The work in mainly done by local farmers.

Landcare Associations work in close cooperation 
with regional authorities and support the realizatio n 
of nature conservation directives. 



During the Health -Check -process of the During the Health -Check -process of the 
European common agricultural policy new 
challenges became core elements in the 
discussion.

These challenges are retaining our biodiversity, 
caring for our water resources, conserving our 
soils and coping with climate change.

The European institutions are aware that they 
have to change core elements of their policies 
to cope with these challenges.

Therefore public money for public goods will 
be the slogan for the future European common 
agricultural policy. A slogan which the 
European Landcare movement wholeheartedly 
supports!



At the European level there are various directives At the European level there are various directives 
from the framework for nature conservation and 
landcare. For example the European birds directive,  
the habitats directive and the water framework 
directive.

Landcare Associations put these directives into 
action. Close cooperation between land users, 
conservationists and politicians at a local level i s 
one of the core elements for success.

But functional financial tools are another core 
element.  These are for example financial incentive s 
for famers (for agri-environment schemes), Landcare  
investment schemes which help to conserve habitats 
(for example shelter sheds and other grazing 
infrastructure) and financial support for the 
management tasks of Landcare associations. 





Veelzijdig Boerenland is a union of 33 Veelzijdig Boerenland is a union of 33 
associations in the west of the Netherlands. 
3200 farmers belong to this association as 
members. Veelzijdig Boerenland is an 
important partner for the state institutions. The 
main focus lies in the area of agriculture, 
nature conservation and landscape protection .



Sciona is a network for nature conservation of Sciona is a network for nature conservation of 
21 communities in southwest Luxembourg. 
Sciona Biological station supports with 
scientific knowledge and realizes species and 
biotope campaigns in communities and on a 
national basis. They also have a strong 
commitment in advising farmers on 
conservation topics.



The farming and Wildlife Advisory Group was The farming and Wildlife Advisory Group was 
established in 1969 by a group of forward 
thinking farmers who were  concerned about 
the dramatic loss of habitat and wildlife as a 
result of the increasing intensification of 
farming methods. It is an independent 
Registered Charity. The Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group (FWAG) is one of UK ´s leading 
independent and dedicated providers of 
environmental and conservation advice to 
farmers; organised on County-level; A 
voluntary committee of local farmers supports 
each group together with representatives from 
the agriculture industry and environmental 
sectors.



The Xarxa de Custódia del Territori (Land The Xarxa de Custódia del Territori (Land 
Stewardship Network) is a non profit 
organization working to foster land 
stewardship as a conservation strategy for the 
natural, cultural landscape resources and 
values of Catalonia and its environment. 
Established in 2003, the Xarxa de Custódia del 
Territori is an umbrella organization made up of 
over 150 associations, foundations, city 
councils, enterprises and persons working in 
the land stewardship network.



Landcare international was initialized by Landcare international was initialized by 
Dennis Garrity and Landcare Australia. They 
promoted the idea of landcare international 
first to Africa and afterwards to Asia and 
Europe. 

We want to strengthen all associations and 
initiatives by building a world wide network to 
protect man-made landscapes in partnership 
with land users.





Landcare Europe wants to express its thanks Landcare Europe wants to express its thanks 
to Japan to set up the Satoyama initiative!

We also want to thank you for the opportunity 
speak today as well as the opportunity to 
exchange experiences and act together on a 
global scale!
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