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Landcare started in Australia in 1986.  It was quickly recognised that children, who will inherit 
the world, should be involved in the Landcare program.  Junior Landcare encourages and 
engages children of all ages to learn about their environment and importantly where food 
comes from and how it is produced.  Junior Landcare in Australia involves children, from the 
age of 3 onwards, in a range of programs to build knowledge about water, soil, air, plants, 
birds, animals and insects and how they work together.  Importantly children ‘learn by doing’. 
Programs and activities aim to be practical and focus on important local environmental issues 
(such as land degradation or water degradation) and importantly understanding that Landcare 
can be fun. 

Examples of Junior Landcare programs in Australia include: 

Plant growing competitions 

Many Australian businesses, including National plant 
nurseries and seed companies, provide small amounts of 
funds for competitions for school children to grow plants - 
such as the largest pumpkin, watermelon or sunflower.  
While this in itself is not sufficient to understanding 
Landcare the discussion and teaching helps children to 
learn about caring for plants and how they grow. 

Art shows and competitions 

Landcare art shows for children are an effective way to introduce environmental themes into 
the school curriculum and tap into their natural creativity.  For example for the 2nd International 
Landcare Conference in Australia in 2006 the children of the Point 
Lonsdale Primary School entered a poster competition which 
resulted in the cover for the pre-Conference study tour guide.  

Seed collection, propagation and tree planting 

There are many great 
examples of Junior 
Landcare communities 
all over Australia being 
involved in collecting 
seed, raising seedlings 
and planting the trees or 
shrubs for farmers and  
the community. 

Theatre and role play 

Allowing children to ‘play act’ outdoors provides a very real understanding of the issues.  A 
“real” farm can be used as the “stage” for a play describing many of the aspects of Landcare.   
A play can be prepared by the children – they can make costumes and draw images of what 
they think a Landcare farm might look like. Titles such as “A happy farm and not too many bugs 
at all” provided children with a fun day with children representing a part of the farm - such as a 
kangaroo, a butterfly, a cow, a rabbit, a sheep or a tree.  

Landcare activities can include a wide range of learning and skills such writing for landcare 
newsletters, video production, games, quizzes, music and drama.  



Australian school Landcare groups often start with simple projects, such as small worm farms, 
plant nurseries or composting centres.  Other groups focus on learning about their local 
environment through monitoring the health of 
environmental assets such as rivers, soil and 
biodiversity. Many communities encourage school 
based teams to help them plant demonstration sites 
or rehabilitate degraded areas.   

School groups can also get involved in community 
eco-tourism projects by raising funds and 
developing nature trails  

In Australia the education of children can also in 
turn educate their parents about Landcare and the 
impact of the environment on human health.  

Importantly Junior Landcare teaches the children 
about leadership and team building which gives 
them the knowledge and confidence to protect their 
environment well into the future. 

 

 


